
 

PLB 480 – Senior Seminar 

Spring Semester – 2016 

 
Lectures:   Friday; 2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Life Science II, Rm 430 

Instructor: Dr. Stephen Ebbs, LS II, Rm 422, 453-3226, sebbs@plant.siu.edu 

Office Hours: MWF 10-12 or by appointment 

Websites:    https://online.siu.edu  (Material and readings on Desire2Learn) 

   

DESCRIPTION: 

The undergraduate catalog entry for this course describes PLB 480 as “Reading, writings, discussions and 

presentations of current research topics in plant biology”.  In practice, the course has served as a broader 

capstone for our undergraduate program, touching on a variety of topics, including the transition to graduate 

school and/or careers.  The course has also emphasized skills and experiences necessary to pursue a career in a 

discipline associated with biology, or science in general.  The course format includes discussions, career 

building exercises, exposure to primary scientific literature, and writing assignments.  Some out of class work 

for these activities is required for the course.   

 

Supplementary reading material 

There is no required book associated with this course.  Readings associated with some class meetings will be 

provided by the instructor and posted to the course D2L page.  These readings should be completed prior to the 

scheduled date of that class meeting.  For some class sessions, preparation may require students to view online 

videos (e.g., Ted Talks or YouTube video) which serve in lieu of or in addition to formal reading assignments.  

Information will be provided on any other readings that are needed for this class.   

 

Assignments (see next page for due dates):  Handouts explaining each assignments will be distributed in class 

 

 Structured discussion preparation materials:  100 pts  (5 @ 20 pts each) 

 Hypothetical job application materials:  50 pts, first drafts 

 Hypothetical job application materials:  50 pts, revisions    

 TOTAL      200 pts 

 

Course grades: 
A = >180 pts;  B = 160-179 pts; C = 140-159 pts; D = 120-139 pts; F = <120 pts 

 
Emergency Procedures.  

Southern Illinois University Carbondale is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for study and 

work. Because some health and safety circumstances are beyond our control, we ask that you become familiar 

with the SIUC Emergency Response Plan and Building Emergency Response Team (BERT) program. 

Emergency response information is available on posters in buildings on campus, available on BERT's website at 

www.bert.siu.edu, Department of Safety's website www.dps.siu.edu (disaster drop down) and in Emergency 

Response Guideline pamphlet. Know how to respond to each type of emergency.    

 

Instructors will provide guidance and direction to students in the classroom in the event of an emergency 

affecting your location. It is important that you follow these instructions and stay with your instructor during an 

evacuation or sheltering emergency. The Building Emergency Response Team will provide assistance to your 

instructor in evacuating the building or sheltering within the facility.  

mailto:sebbs@plant.siu.edu
https://online.siu.edu/
http://www.bert.siu.edu/
http://www.dps.siu.edu/


PLB 480 Schedule and assignments calendar 

Week Date Topic 

1 Jan 22 Course introduction 

2 Jan 29 Career services presentation – Career Services 101 

3 Feb 5 Job sectors for the sciences / Résumés versus curriculum vita 

4 Feb 12 Discussion #1 – Food security: Agriculture v. biofuels 

5 Feb 19 Pros/cons of graduate school 

6 Feb 26 Social networking for scientists 

7 Mar 4 Discussion #2 – Fracking 

8 Mar 11 Freeform discussion 

9 Mar 18 Spring Break – No class 

10 Mar 25 Discussion #3 – Biotechnology 

11 Apr 1 Ethics in science 

12 Apr 8 Discussion #4 – Climate change 

13 Apr 15 Interdisciplinary science 

14 Apr 22 Discussion #5 – Dual-use science 

15 Apr 29 Science literacy 

16 May 6 Freeform discussion 

 

Week Date Assignment due 

1 Jan 22 None 

2 Jan 29 None 

3 Feb 5 Copy of job advertisement for job application project. 

4 Feb 12 Discussion #1 copy of paper read and one page synopsis of that paper 

5 Feb 19 Personal information in Résumé and CV form, first draft 

6 Feb 26 Job application cover letter, first draft 

7 Mar 4 Discussion #2 copy of paper read and one page synopsis of that paper 

8 Mar 11 None 

9 Mar 18 Spring Break – No class 

10 Mar 25 Discussion #3 copy of paper read and one page synopsis of that paper 

11 Apr 1 Résumé, CV, and cover letter, revised version 

12 Apr 8 Discussion #4 copy of paper read and one page synopsis of that paper 

13 Apr 15 Statement of purpose, first draft 

14 Apr 22 Discussion #5 copy of paper read and one page synopsis of that paper 

15 Apr 29 None 

16 May 6 Statement of purpose, revised version 

 






